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John Lowery Sr.

Jefferson High School, Shenandoah Junction, WV

A native of Charles Town, WV, John E. Lowery grew up loving baseball. As a three-sport (football, basketball,
and baseball) participant, John graduated from Charles Town High School in 1963, where he was named as co-
winner of the school’s outstanding senior athlete award. He then attended Potomac State College, the United
States Naval Academy (only 1 year) and Fairmont State College where he received his undergraduate degree in
1969. John finished his education at West Virginia University by earning a Master’s Degree in 1971.

While in college, John participated in baseball at all the schools he attended. He was a member of WV
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference Championship teams at Fairmont State in 1967 and 1968.

John returned to his native Jefferson County to begin a teaching and coaching career in 1969. He coached three
sports (football, basketball, and baseball) for 17 seasons. His tenure as a Head Varsity Baseball Coach will enter
its 39th season in the spring of 2009. After two years at now defunct Harpers Ferry High School, John moved to
Jefferson High School where he continues today. In 36 seasons at JHS, John’s teams have won 9 State
Championships, 21 Regional Championships, and 24 Sectional Titles. In addition, his Cougars were State
Runner-ups four times. Jefferson’s appearances in 13 State Championship games is a state record along with
their 9 State Titles. The Cougars also have won 20 or more games in 32 consecutive seasons, including 30 or more
on 17 occasions. In March 2009, John won his 1000th career game becoming only the 10th high school coach
(according to the NFHS) to reach that mark. His current record is 1027-266-3.

Other highlights of John’s career include the following:
National High School Coach of Year
1998 - National High School Athletic Coaches Association
2002 - American Baseball Coaches Association (Division I)
2002 - National High School Coaches Association
2007 - Easton Master Coach of Year - 2007
Potomac State College Athletic Hall of Fame - 2001
National High School Sports Hall of Fame - 2002
WYV Baseball Coaches Association Hall of Fame (Inaugural Class) - 2003
WYV HIGH SCHOOL Baseball Coach of Year - 1978, 1991
Member of All-American Committee - NHSBCA
Member of Executive Committee - NHSBCA

John has been married for 41 years to the former Vicki Blue. They have 3 sons - John, Jr (39), Charles (38), and
Rusty (35) each of whom played on State Championship teams for their father. The Lowery family has also been
blessed with five grandchildren - Abbee (11), Beau (9), Brooks (7), TJ (5) and Teagan (3)



