Watching

Arundel Senior High School
Gambrills, Maryland

It is a difficult task to repeat as state champions, one the Arundel Wildcats plan to
accomplish this year. It has only happened once in the school’s history, back in 1976 and 1977,
and Coach Bernie Walter has a good feeling it could happen this year, with a little hard work.

Walter reports the Wildcats are 1-1 so far this season. Unfortunately, they were shut out
the other day by Eastern Tech’s ace, a reported pro prospect and standout pitcher in the state of
Maryland. “Gotta hit to win,” coach adds.

Arundel did come back the next time they played and shut out Southern 5-0. This had
Coach Walter excited due to the fact that pitching is the team’s strength this year. Eric Potter,
senior Left Handed Pitcher, led the charge striking out 10 with only 3 walks.

Coach has some concerns about his team’s ability to hit.

“We haven’t really began to hit,” Coach states, “ It’s kinda strange this is the first time
we haven’t started out the season smashing the baseball.”

Walter knows it’s a long season and understands there’s plenty of time for his bats to get
going. Coach is ready to play the waiting game, assured that his guys will come around.

With three-year starter Tyler Hibbs, who was the ace of the squad since he was a
freshman, the Wildcats have a chance to establish their dominance. Hibbs who plays short when
he’s not pitching is already hitting .550 and plays great defense. Rounding out Coach Walter’s
pitching staff is junior Shawn Pleftner, who also plays first base and is hitting .389.

Helping out with the sticks right now is senior Jason Daniels, in center field hitting .368,
Tico Mendoza hitting .400, and sophomore Chase Greene, second base hitting .429. Greene is a
player to watch for as he had 2 hits and turned 2 double plays the other day. Plus, last year
Daniels won the All-Arundel County player of the year.

Winning the state championship last season with complete record of 28-4, the team is
motivated to repeat.

“There’s no question we wanna repeat. It’s going to be a challenge; hopefully we can
have the same fortune. This team has enough talent, we just have to hit the ball.”

Keep an eye out for the Wildcats, they just may have a chance to do what only one team
has been able to do at Arundel, repeat! By David A. Himmelstein



